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Who Was Charles Darwin?

Assessment & Webquest
You probably already have some ideas of your own about Charles Darwin. BEFORE you begin the webquest, indicate whether or not you think the following statements about Charles Darwin are true or false. In the ‘Before’ column, check the box if you think the statement is true.  Then, visit the website http://www.aboutdarwin.com to discover whether or not your previous opinions and ideas were correct (Darwin’s ‘Timeline’ is a good place to start). After you find the information on the website, check the ‘After’ box if the statement was indeed true. Next, answer ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ in the ‘Correct?’ column. Finally, if the statement is false, change it to make true.

	Statement
	Before
	After
	Correct?

	Charles Darwin’s mother died in childbirth.
	
	
	

	Chemistry was one of Darwin’s favorite subjects, even at a very young age.
	
	
	

	Darwin graduated first in his class at Shrewsberry school.
	
	
	

	Charles and his brother, Erasmus, both attended medical school.
	
	
	

	Darwin loved studying and witnessing surgery, viewing it as a chance to learn more about the human body.
	
	
	

	Darwin received his medical degree in 1826 at the age of 17.
	
	
	

	Robert Grant, a zoologist, introduced Darwin to evolutionary ideas.
	
	
	

	Darwin was 18 when he gave hid first scientific speech.
	
	
	

	Darwin’s father was very proud of his teenage son’s academic progress.
	
	
	

	Darwin went to school to be a member of the clergy.
	
	
	

	He excelled at math and loved using it to explain occurrences in the natural world.
	
	
	

	He enjoyed sailing, and his favorite part of his voyage on M.S. Beagle was being in the open sea.
	
	
	

	He was a slave owner.
	
	
	

	For Darwin’s 25th birthday, a friend named a mountain after him.
	
	
	

	Voyage of the beagle lasted for 3 years.
	
	
	

	After Darwin returned from his voyage, he spent much time studying evolution with hid old zoologist friend, Robert Grant.
	
	
	

	Major distinction between the finches Darwin saw in the Galápagos was their beak size.
	
	
	

	Darwin formulated his theory of evolution by natural selection, he was eager to share it with his colleagues.
	
	
	

	He married his cousin.
	
	
	

	Wallace published exactly the same ideas that Darwin stated in his theory of evolution by natural selection.
	
	
	

	Archaeopteryx confirmed Darwin’s ideas.
	
	
	

	Origins of Species was the first book written by Charles Darwin, despite his research into geology.
	
	
	


