Guide to Naming Acids

  I.  All acids must contain a hydrogen as the first element (otherwise they


would not be acids).  Therefore the second element or polyatomic ion


determines how to name an acid.

 II.  If the anion ends in –ide.

-- Ex:  HCl, HBr, HF, HCN

1.  These acids always begin with the prefix hydro-


2.  They always end with the suffix –ic


Example:  HCl  =  hydrochloric acid



  HCN  = hydrocyanic acid
III.  If the anion ends with the suffix –ate, the corresponding acid will


end with -ic  


Example:  H2SO4  the polyatomic anion (sulfate) ends with –ate; 




therefore the acid will be named sulfuric acid
IV. If the anion ends with –ite, the corresponding acid will end with –ous

Example:  HNO2  the polyatomic anion (nitrite) ends with –ite; 


therefore the acid will be named nitrous acid
