Magnet Chemistry – 2015/2016
TEACHER:  Susan Phillips
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Email: susan.phillips@cobbk12.org (preferred method of contact)

                    

School phone #: 770-578-3266, ext 515
Blog: www.phillipsscientificmethods.weebly.com
TEXTBOOK:
World of Chemistry, Zumdahl/Zumdahl/DeCoste, 2007.   


http://www.classzone.com/cz/books/woc_07/book_home.htm?state=GA


Online Textbook Activation Code: 6249528-10
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Chemistry is the study of the composition of matter and the changes that matter undergoes.  My goals for this class are to provide the foundation for chemistry, offer meaningful and engaging laboratory activities, and foster appreciation for the significance of chemistry in our lives.  
TOPICS COVERED: 
	Unit
	Title
	Chapter(s)
	GA Performance Standards**

	1
	Introduction to Chemistry
	Safety; 1, 2, 5
	SC1, SCSh5

	2
	Atomic Structure & Nuclear Chemistry
	3, 19
	SC3, SCSh7, SCSh8

	3
	Modern Atomic Theory & the Periodic Table
	3, 11
	SC3, SC4

	4
	Bonding, Nomenclature & Molecular Structure
	4, 12
	SC3, SC4

	5
	Chemical Reactions
	7, 8
	SC2

	6
	Chemical Composition (The Mole)
	6
	SC2

	7
	Stoichiometry
	9
	SC2

	8
	Thermochemistry, Kinetics, & Equilibrium 
	17, 10
	SC5, SC2, SC6

	9
	States of Matter
	13, 14
	SC6

	10
	Solutions, Acids & Bases
	15, 16
	SC7

	11
	Organic Chemistry (if time permits)
	20
	SC8


** A full description of the GA Performance Standards can be found at http://www.georgiastandards.org/science.aspx 
STUDENT MATERIALS TO BE BROUGHT TO CLASS:

· 3-ring binder with paper and the following dividers (Daily Agendas/Warm-Ups, PPts/Notes, Web Assign, CW/HW, Labs/Quizzes). *NOTE- You must show your work/calculations in the Web Assign section
· *A separate composition journal is recommended for Web Assign calculations. Whether you choose to keep a specific section in the 3 ring binder or have a separate journal, IT MUST BE IN CLASS DAILY 
· Pen (Blue or Black) AND #2 Pencil for class assignments AND Red Pen for in-class grading 
· Community class item donations: Kleenex, paper towels, hand sanitizer, hand soap, etc.
(*points eligible on SAP pass)

GRADING POLICY: The grades will be weighted as follows:

Tests/Projects

45%  


Labs/Quizzes*

           25%


Classwork/HW/Web Assign
10%


Final Exam


10% 
           SLO



10%
Grades will be assigned according to the Cobb County grading scale:

A= 90-100     B= 80-89     C= 74-79     D= 70-73
F= Below 70

· TESTS: Tests will include information from some or all of the following: class notes, the text, lab activities, handouts, web assign, usatestprep, demonstrations and assignments.  
· PROJECTS: Any project assigned may consist of a paper, presentation, model, or a combination of formats. Due dates will be announced when the project is assigned.  If a student is absent (excused or unexcused) on the project due date, he or she must have a parent, guardian, sibling or responsible friend turn in the project on his or her behalf.  For each day that a project is late, 10% will be deducted from the grade.
· LABS: For some of the labs we do in class, you will be required to submit a formal lab report using the Lab Report Guidelines distributed in class.  For each day that a lab report is late, 10% (up to 3 days) will be deducted from the grade.  Lab write-ups are to be done independently and answers to questions should not be identical (even for lab partners).  Plagiarism will result in a zero and possibly a discipline referral!
· QUIZZES: A quiz may be given at any time during a unit (announced or unannounced).  Notebook quizzes will be given every 3-4 weeks so make sure to keep your notebooks up-to-date and organized (including any warm-up questions and answers).  Assignments discussed in class must be corrected!
· CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK: This category includes class assignments, participation, and homework.  HW is always due the next school day unless otherwise announced.  HW will often be checked during the warm-up exercise and will be graded based on effort and/or on accuracy. Simply writing down numbers or letters is not considered effort. Show your work!  Late homework is NOT accepted for credit since we go over it during class.
· FINAL EXAM: The final exam will be cumulative.  I highly recommend that you refer to your unit review sheets!  I will also provide you with a thorough Final Exam review sheet.
MAKE-UP POLICY:  

If you are absent, you should complete the following steps in a timely manner. Generally, you will be allowed one make-up day for each day you were absent.  All work should be completed within 1 week.  Since much of chemistry builds upon itself, you don’t want to get too far behind!!! 

· Check with someone in the class to get the Daily Agenda to see what was covered in class the day of your absence and check my blog to download any notes/assignments that have been posted.  The Daily Agendas will not be posted, as they often change. Otherwise, upon your return, check the Handouts Folder and obtain the necessary handouts from the file. You are responsible for getting notes that you missed.
· A zero will be recorded for missing work until the work is turned in and graded. (*See HW policy)
· All assignments either turned in or checked for completion on the day of an EXCUSED absence must be shown to me the day the student returns to school. 
· Schedule a time to make-up quizzes, tests, and labs ASAP – within one or two days.  NOTE:  If you are absent only the day before a test, you are expected to take the test with the rest of the class.
· Schedule tutoring time, if necessary. Use Magnet Learning Links! Check the link on the Magnet website.
It is your responsibility to contact me about a missed test, quiz, or assignment and to schedule a convenient make-up time!

EXTRA HELP:  I want ALL students to be successful.  At times, this may require a little extra help. Magnet Learning Links is available to you, so please sign up for the sessions on www.wheelermagnet.com 
HALL PASSES:  Students should make every effort to go to lockers, restroom, etc. between classes.  However, I understand that emergencies may arise.  Therefore, each student is allowed 3 hall/restroom passes for each 6-week grading period.  Per school policy, no student may leave the classroom during the first and last 10 minutes of class.  
SAP Passes- will be discussed in class
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

1. Be in your assigned seat and be working on the warm-up quietly when the bell rings.

2. Come prepared to class with the required materials.  
3. Do not bring food, drink, gum, cell phones or portable devices into the classroom/lab.
4. Respect everyone and everything in the classroom.

5. Abide by lab safety rules.  Absolutely no abuse of laboratory equipment will be tolerated.  Deliberate destruction or tampering of equipment will result in a zero for that lab and a discipline referral.   
**All rules outlined in the Student Handbook on the wheelerhigh.com website will apply in my classroom.

Consequences for failure to comply with expectations:

1.  Warning

2.  Private detention and call home

3.  Referral to administration

The teacher reserves the right to adjust course syllabus, policies, and/or grading as necessary.
Block _____






RETURN WITHIN 2 DAYS!!!!
Magnet Chemistry – 2015/2016
*My parent and I have read and fully understand my responsibilities for this course and the information contained in the syllabus. 

Student Name (please print):

______________________________________

Student Signature:



_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):
______________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

_______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone #’s: 
______________________________ (Home) ______________________________ (Work)



     



______________________________ (Cell)

Parent/Guardian Email (please print):
______________________________________







______________________________________
*My parent and I have read and understand the “Student Safety Contract” for Ms. Phillips’ Chemistry class.  I also understand that failure to comply with the contract will result in having to sit out of labs, a grade of zero for the lab(s), and possible discipline referral.


Student Signature






Date


Parent/Guardian Signature




Date

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM PARENT/GUARDIAN

Web Assign (webassign.net) and usatestprep.com will be used for many assignments in this class.

· Do you have Internet access at home?




Yes
No

· Is your student allowed to use the Internet at home?


Yes     No
· Is there anything I need to know about your child that will better enable me to work with him or her in the classroom and help him or her learn (learning disabilities, home situation, etc.)?

· Other Questions/Concerns/Comments:
