Forensics Hair Lab

Name: _________________________ # _______
Purpose:  Identify and classify characteristics of hair. 
Procedure: Do NOT move the forceps from one specimen sample to another! There will be 12 total drawings for this lab. Use a PENCIL. Also, use a RULER to label drawings (*you WILL receive a deduction if you ‘free-hand’ the lines). 
Part 1- Human Hair (4 drawings)
1. Get a microscope slide, cover slip and either latex or clear nail polish. Spread it evenly on the slide. 
2. Pull out a hair (one of your own). Include the root! Place on slide (root end) and allow the rest to hang over the edge.
3. View it under your microscope. On another sheet (pick up): draw it (pencil) and label it, including cuticle, cortex, cortical fusci, medulla. Be sure to include the magnification. In the space provided, describe the characteristics (such as color, etc.). Also, state the medulla type (see PPt or book for pictures of medulla types). Be sure and adjust the fine focus, as well as lighting (diaphragm and lamp) to get the optimal view.
4. Once the latex is dry, pull the hair up (forceps are recommended) and place the slide back on microscope stage. Carefully examine the impression left by hair under microscope, Draw and label. Be sure to include ‘Scale Cast’ in your title. Describe as was done in #3.
5. Repeat steps 1-4, above for one other human hair from a classmate. (*Try and do one that is a contrasting color or texture type from your own). 
Part 2: Other types of animal hair (8 drawings total): 

6. Repeat steps 1-4 for: dog, rat, cat.  Be sure and indicate what kind of animal hair it is in the title (and ‘scale cast’, if it is)
7. Pick up an unknown hair. Follow the same procedure as above, Give both drawings the title: ‘Unknown’. Describe characteristics. Answer #8. 
8. Identity of Unknown ________________
9. Put slides in broken glass container OR you may save 1 or more in a baggie as reference for CSI. *If you do this, make sure your name is on it
10. Staple this sheet to drawings and place in your folder. 
