Handwriting Analysis Part I

Name______________________ # ___
1. Using the 12 exemplars, analyze your own handwriting. If you don’t have an available paragraph in your notebook, write a 3-4 sentence paragraph regarding the stress of AP tests. 
a. Answer the question (yes or no) and include a comment.

b. Use a highlighter to demonstrate unusual characteristics.

c. Use a ruler to measure letter and word spacing (exemplar 2). Notes size and distance, regularity or irregularity.

d. Complete data table.

Data table:

	Characteristic #
	Yes
	No
	Comments and measurements where needed

	1. Is line quality smooth?
	
	
	

	2. Words/margins evenly spaced?
	
	
	

	3. Ratio of small to capital letters consistent? What is it?
	
	
	

	4. Writing continuous?
	
	
	

	5. Letters between caps & lower case connected?
	
	
	

	6. Letter formation complete?
	
	
	

	7. Is all cursive?
	
	
	

	8. Pen pressures same throughout?
	
	
	

	9. Do letters slant right?
	
	
	

	10. Letters written on line?
	
	
	

	11. Fancy curls or loops?
	
	
	

	All i’s and t’s dotted/crossed? Top, middle, or not?
	
	
	


Handwriting Analysis Part II

1. Obtain a sample from a classmate.

2. Analyze their handwriting by completing the data table.

3. Answer analysis questions.

Data Table:

	Characteristic #
	Yes
	No
	Comments and measurements where needed

	1. Is line quality smooth?
	
	
	

	2. Words/margins evenly spaced?
	
	
	

	3. Ratio of small to capital letters consistent? What is it?
	
	
	

	4. Writing continuous?
	
	
	

	5. Letters between caps & lower case connected?
	
	
	

	6. Letter formation complete?
	
	
	

	7. Is all cursive?
	
	
	

	8. Pen pressures same throughout?
	
	
	

	9. Do letters slant right?
	
	
	

	10. Letters written on line?
	
	
	

	11. Fancy curls or loops?
	
	
	

	All i’s and t’s dotted/crossed? Top, middle, or not?
	
	
	


Analysis:

1. Were the 2 samples similar or could you glance at them and know they were not from the same person? Explain.

2. Reviewing your data, were any characteristics the same? Explain.

3. Reviewing your data, which characteristics were very different?

4. Reviewing your data, did any traits seem to be unique enough to easily help identify either you or your classmate? Explain.

5. Unique letter combinations can be added as an exemplar. (Ex: double L’s or the letters “th” in the, their, and them. Describe a different exemplar that you think could be added other than the ones provided.
6. Why was it important to obtain your handwriting examples before being given this activity?

Handwriting Analysis Part III: 
Option A- Can you identify when someone tries to disguise their handwriting? We will divide into 2 groups and try to ‘match’ 2 samples. 

Option B: Obtain a ransom note and handwriting samples from your instructor. In your notebook include the following:

Date:

Title:

Objective:

Materials:

Procedure:

Data Table(s): 1 for ransom note, 1 for each suspect minimum of 2, include suspect #!

Visual Eliminations Explanation for remaining suspects for each:


Suspect #


Bulleted list of 5 reasons for elimination

Conclusion:


Summarize findings, include statement of confidence of whether or not your 

could get a conviction base solely on your findings.

