Ionic ( Metal + Nonmetal   (+ and – charge)
                                                          Molecular( Nonmetal + Nonmetal


Writing Formulas


Ionic or Molecular?


Ionic









Molecular
1.  
Write the symbols






1.  Write the symbols 

2. Put charges by the symbols 




2.  Use prefixes in name for 

3.  Remember SUM OF CHARGES must = ZERO!!      subscripts of the symbol

4.  Cross over the Charges!  Do NOT include (+/-) signs
5.  REDUCE #’s















Ex:  Sulfur dioxide

Ex 1:  Magnesium sulfide







sulfur has NO prefix in front
so you can assume ONE atom of sulfur









1.  Write symbols & charge

    di means 2; therefore 2 oxygens


Mg2+ 
+ 
 S2-


2.  Cross over charges












3. REDUCE subscripts



      Mg2S2










SO2









Ex 2:  Potassium sulfide




      





K+   +     S2-





MgS
















   K2S

