Intro to BLAST: 


Name:________________________ # ______ 
Basic Local Alignment Search Tool   
Directions:  It is important that you understand the point of BLAST before the day of the lab.  Take the time to run through the quick tutorial presented below so when class rolls around, you are not completely stressed out.  Copy and paste the following address in your web browser:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXEpBnUbAMo
If no access to youtube.com, try:

http://nofilm.org/Streaming/HXEpBnUbAMo/ncbi-blast-tutorial/
and click “watch”. Don’t register for an account (they want a credit card #)

A) Query Tutorial 
1) What is the point of BLAST (put it in your own words)?

2) Explain the difference between ‘blastn’ and ‘blastp’.
B) Under “Choose Search Set”, what did he enter for “database”? Why did he that? 

C) What was chosen under “Program Selection”?
D) What do you look for regarding “e” (expected) value?
E) What do organisms with a value less than 1e-04 tell you?
F) What does the middle line between query and subject tell you? What does a + sign mean? 
G) What function does the edit and resubmit button have? Why would you use that as opposed to the back button?
